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[Editor's Note: Revelations of South African involvement in Iran-contragate underscore the need
to see the scandal from a more global perspective as part of a rightwing effort to bolster anticommunist "freedom fighters" not just in Nicaragua but in Afghanistan, Mozambique and Angola.
Pacifica News Service (PNS) editor Louis Freedberg has reported extensively on South Africa.
(The Latin America Data Base has received permission from PNS to reproduce the following
article.)] By Louis Freedberg Revelations of a South African connection in the Iran- contra scandal
make one thing clear. Far more than a scheme to free hostages or funnel money to the contras,
the Irangate maneuverings were part of a broad rightwing effort to bolster the anti-communist
"freedom fighter" network around the world. Confirming months of speculation and tantalizing
press reports, ABC's World News Tonight recently revealed that South Africa was enlisted by
high US government officials to help supply Nicaraguan contras. To sweeten the deal, CIA chief
William Casey is reported to have asked Saudi Arabia's King Fahd to supply South Africa with oil.
Irangate's new links to Pretoria denied by both the CIA and the South African government may
shed light on President Reagan's dogmatic opposition to imposing punitive sanctions against South
Africa last fall. The Republican controlled Senate had swung overwhelmingly behind sanctions
the House had already voted to cut off all economic ties to South Africa and Reagan's veto faced a
sure override in Congress. Popular anti-apartheid sentiment had reached a crescendo, and Reagan
stood to gain little from his anti-sanctions stand. But the President stood his ground. Was he trying
to protect what he regarded as a more important goal South African assistance in propping up the
anti-communist freedom fighter network? It turns out that at the very time Congress was debating
imposing sanctions against South Africa, CIA director William Casey was globe-hopping to bring
South Africa into the United States' foreign policy fold. At first, South Africa's role was reportedly
limited to supplying airplanes to Southern Air Transport to fly weapons to the contras through El
Salvador. Later, South African flight crews are alleged to have manned flights to Central America,
with the knowledge of Oliver North and retired Air Force General Richard Secord. This effort was
not a secret operation run by a few overzealous officials in the White House basement. Instead, it
was headed up by the highest intelligence official in the land. The Botha government must have
smiled at this duplicity at the top levels of the US government, which in effect amounted to a twotrack foreign policy: one managed by the State Department and Congress, and another run by
the White House and US intelligence agencies. From the perspective of the conservative right,
South Africa should have been a natural ally. Not only does Pretoria claim to be anti-communist,
it has also been funding two key rebel movements in Southern Africa, which have close links with
rightwing groups in the US: Jonas Savimbi's UNITA in Angola and the still shadowy Renamo
rebels that have wrought incredible destruction in the Mozambican countryside. One of the right
wing's major successes has been in persuading President Reagan to send covert US aid to UNITA
over the objections of the State Department. UNITA aid was opposed by Assistant Secretary of
State Chester Crocker because it undermined any prospects for withdrawal of Cuban troops in
Angola. Moreover, it is unlikely that US aid to UNITA could have reached Savimbi without the
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active involvement of South Africa. Even if most US weapons shipments were funneled through
Zaire, the arrangements would still have required South Africa's assistance and thus US-South
African collaboration. December press reports have pointed to a mysterious flow of arms from
Bradley Field civilian airport in Hartford, Conn., which made its way to Johannesburg via Honduras.
It is unclear whether these arms ended up in the hands of the UNITA rebels or with the Pretoria
regime itself. The issue of whether the United States has been formally or informally supporting the
South Africa-created and backed Renamo rebels fighting the Marxist government in Mozambique
must also be explored. So far, the US has not been linked publicly in any way to Renamo, but the
Mozambican rebels have garnered considerable support from rightwing groups in the US. Renamo,
for example, has an office in the Heritage Foundation building in Washington, DC, and rightwingers
in Congress are preparing to reintroduce a bill calling for US aid to the group. Revelations of South
African involvement in Iran- contragate underscore the need to see the scandal from a more global
perspective as part of a larger effort to fund freedom fighters in Afghanistan, Mozambique and
Angola as well as in Nicaragua. Supporters of those efforts in and outside of government have
apparently been willing to stoop to any level to keep their freedom fighter operations going, even if
it means involving pariah regimes like Iran and South Africa.
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